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As we have said, the island of Hispaniola was the first to witness
the arrival of Europeans and the first to suffer the wholesale
slaughter of its people and the devastation and depopulation of
the land. It all began with the Europeans taking native women
and children both as servants and to satisfy their own base'
appetites; then, not content with what the local people offered
them of their own free will (and all offered as much as they
could spare), they started taking for themselves the food the
natives contrived to produce by the sweat of their brows, which
was in all honesty little enough. Since what a European will
consume in a single day normally supports three native house-
holds of ten persons each for a whole month, and since the
newcomers began to subject the locals to other vexations, as-
saults, and iniquities, the people began to realize that these men
could not, in truth, have descended from the heavens. Some of
them started to conceal what food they had, others decided to
send their women and children into hiding, and yet others took
to the hills to get away from the brutal and ruthless cruelty that
was being inflicted on them. The Christians punched them,
boxed their ears and flogged them in order to track down the
local leaders, and the whole shameful process came to a head
when one of the European commanders raped the wife of the
paramount chief of the entire island.'* It was then that the locals
began to think up ways of driving the Europeans out of their
lands and to take up arms against them. Their weapons, howevet,
were flimsy and ineffective both in attack and in defence (and,
indeed, war in the Americas is no more deadly than our jousting,
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or than many European children’s games) and, with their horses
and swords and lances, the Spaniards easily fended them off,
killing them and committing all kind of atrocities against them.

They forced their way into native settlements, slaughtering
everyone they found there, including small children, old men,
pr_engant women, and even women who had just given birth.
They hacked them to pieces, slicing open their bellies with their
swords as though they were so many sheep herded into a pen.
They even laid wagers on whether they could manage to slice a
man in two 'ag_raﬂgr-oke, or cut an individual’sl;hCad from his
body, or disembowel him with a single blow of their axes. They
grabbed suckling infants by the feet and, ripping them from
their mothers’ breasts, dashed them headlong against the rocks.
Others, laughing and joking all the while, threw them over their
shoulders into a river, shouting: ‘Wriggle, you little perisher.’
They slaughtered anyone and everyone in their path, on occasion
running through a mother and her baby with a single thrust of
their swords. They spared no one, erecting especially wide
gibbets on which they could string their victims up with their
feet just off the ground and then burn them alive thirteen at a
time, in honour of our.Saviour.and.the twelve Apostles, or tie
dry straw to their bodies and set fire to it. Some they chose to
keep alive and simply cut their wrists, leaving their hands
dangling, saying to them: “Take this letter’ — meaning that their
sorry condition would act as a warning to those hiding in the
hills. The way they normally dealt with the native leaders and
nobles was to tie them to a kind of griddle consisting of sticks
resting on pitchforks driven into the ground and then grill them
over a slow fire, with the result that they howled in agony and
despair as they died a lingering death.

It once happened that I myself witnessed their grilling of four
ot five local leaders in this fashion (and I believe they had set up
two or three other pairs of grills alongside so that they might
process other victims at the same time) when the poor creatures’
howls came between the Spanish commander and his sleep. He
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE INDIES
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They spared no one, erecting especially wide gibbets on which they
could string their victims up with their feet just off the ground
and then burn them alive.

gave orders that the prisoners were to be throttled, but the man
in charge of the execution detail, who was more bloodthirsty
than the average common hangman (I know his identity and
even met some relatives of his in Seville), was loath to cut short
his private entertainment by throttling them and so he personally
went round ramming wooden bungs into their mouths to stop
them making such a racket and deliberately stoked the fire so
that they would take just as long to die as he himself chose. I
saw all these things for myself and many others besides. And,
since all those who could do so took to the hills and mountains
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in order to escape the clutches of these merciless and inhuman
butchers, these mortal enemies of human kind trained hunting
dogs to track them down — wild dogs who would savage a
native to death as soon as look at him, tearing him to shreds and
devouring his flesh as though he were a pig. These dogs
wrought havoc among the natives and were responsible for
much carnage. And when, as happened on the odd occasion, the
locals did kill a European, as, given the enormity of the crimes
committed against them, they were in all justice fully entitled to,
the Spanish came to an unofficial agreement among themselves
that for every European killed one hundred natives would be
executed.
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